
Research Question and Justification

Research Question: To what extent can it be argued that Martin Luther King, Jr was 
indispensable to the African American Civil Rights Movement between 1954-65?

Justification: The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s was a very 
important event in American history as it helped African Americans right some of the 
wrongs they endured in the previous three hundred years. Martin Luther King has 
become almost synonymous with the Movement, leaving the impression that he was, 
in fact, the Movement itself. I think this is an assumption worth challenging, hence my 
research question. Asking questions like this also point to the role of the individual in 
shaping History, especially in relation to the masses of people also working towards 
the goals of ending segregation and promoting political rights. This research project 
will look at the factors playing a role in the Movement and come to a conclusion 
determining King’s importance to the Movement.
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HK Typhoon Case Study

What category Saffir Simpson scale is typhoon  Kalmaegi  

Mr. Santella



Plan of InvestigationPlan of Investigation

Name(s):Name(s):

Where should I look for information?
There are several reputable databases that the school provides for students. Since this is a History project, 
I will look into the databases related to this topic. In particular, databases and resources related to 
American History will be particularly valuable. I am pretty sure we have access to the magazines Hindsight 
and History Today, so I will check those. My history teacher will be a useful resource for this project, as he 
is familiar with many historians and may have resources on historical perspectives. He is also an 
American, so he may have good basic knowledge of the topic. I may even interview him.

Where should I avoid looking for information?
Obviously i will try to avoid anything unreliable, particularly websites like Wikianswers.com and 
Howstuffworks.com. Blogs written by nonscholars should be avoided, with possible exceptions. I should be 
sure to check that none of the websites visited are promoting a racist agenda, as reliability is limited.  I will 
also not ask my dog or son, who is 4, for input.

What key words could/should I look for?
I will look for things like “Martin Luther King”, “perspectives”, “importance”, “historiography”, “Civil Rights”. I 
will build a further list based on the results I encounter.

How will I record relevant information?
I am going to set up a folder in my Evernote called “King Research” and webclip helpful sites and articles 
into it. From this, I will create some mind maps and charts for the relevant information.

How will I remember to cite my sources?
I will make sure that the URL is clearly stated for each source so I can retrieve more information in the 
future, perhaps for my bibliography. When I use a source in the draft/final product, I will make sure to use 
proper internal citations. I also have “Make bibliography” as a step in my action plan.

What methods (internet research, library research, interviews, surveys, copy and paste) will I use to 
complete this investigation? Why?
See above

Who can I look to for guidance?
The librarian, Jesus, Mr Santella, and my English teacher.

If a group project, what will be each person’s responsibilities?
Not applicable

What problems do I foresee?  How can they be avoided/overcome?
I worry a bit that the number of good hard copy sources in the Library may be limited, as this is Hong Kong 
and the topic is American. If I start my research early I can make sure I have time to get books from a 
wider range of places.

What are the major steps that will be followed to complete this particular investigation/project?
See below.

Where should I look for information?
There are several reputable databases that the school provides for students. Since this is a History project, 
I will look into the databases related to this topic. In particular, databases and resources related to 
American History will be particularly valuable. I am pretty sure we have access to the magazines Hindsight 
and History Today, so I will check those. My history teacher will be a useful resource for this project, as he 
is familiar with many historians and may have resources on historical perspectives. He is also an 
American, so he may have good basic knowledge of the topic. I may even interview him.

Where should I avoid looking for information?
Obviously i will try to avoid anything unreliable, particularly websites like Wikianswers.com and 
Howstuffworks.com. Blogs written by nonscholars should be avoided, with possible exceptions. I should be 
sure to check that none of the websites visited are promoting a racist agenda, as reliability is limited.  I will 
also not ask my dog or son, who is 4, for input.

What key words could/should I look for?
I will look for things like “Martin Luther King”, “perspectives”, “importance”, “historiography”, “Civil Rights”. I 
will build a further list based on the results I encounter.

How will I record relevant information?
I am going to set up a folder in my Evernote called “King Research” and webclip helpful sites and articles 
into it. From this, I will create some mind maps and charts for the relevant information.

How will I remember to cite my sources?
I will make sure that the URL is clearly stated for each source so I can retrieve more information in the 
future, perhaps for my bibliography. When I use a source in the draft/final product, I will make sure to use 
proper internal citations. I also have “Make bibliography” as a step in my action plan.

What methods (internet research, library research, interviews, surveys, copy and paste) will I use to 
complete this investigation? Why?
See above

Who can I look to for guidance?
The librarian, Jesus, Mr Santella, and my English teacher.

If a group project, what will be each person’s responsibilities?
Not applicable

What problems do I foresee?  How can they be avoided/overcome?
I worry a bit that the number of good hard copy sources in the Library may be limited, as this is Hong Kong 
and the topic is American. If I start my research early I can make sure I have time to get books from a 
wider range of places.

What are the major steps that will be followed to complete this particular investigation/project?
See below.

Elaine

I should search the information about the typhoon that arived Hong Kong. And then just choose a type of typhoon, search the information about the typhoon that I choose. Select the information and put it in my poster. 

Obciously I will try to avoid looking for some information unreliable. Just like the Blogs information be cause You don’t know if it is true or not. 

I think I should look for the key words “typhoon” and “Kalmaegi” “Hong Kong” something like that. 

I will make sure the URL is clearly stated for each source i used so i can find back for more information 

Mr. Santella and my parents

I will use the internet to research.

Not applicable

I will collect the useful information, picture, graphs and diagrams and put them in a new folder called “Assessment 1”

I worry the time .I worry about can I finish the poster.

See the chart below.



Step Description Date To Be 
Completed

1 Talk to Librarian and Mr Santella about History 
Resources. Create evernote.

2 Go to Central Library

3 Do primary research on Martin Luther King and 
the Movement. Take note, make mindmap.

4 Continue research based on previous findings. 
Revise mindmaps.

5 Interview Mr Santella

6 Complete First Draft and submit.

7 Revision and submission of final draft.

8 Pray for a good Grade. 2300 every night

Select the useful information. 

Research information from the internet. Choose the typhoon that I want.

Research information about the typhoon that I choose from the internet.

Put the information in my poster.

Edit the information.












